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Former Marine pleads to arson

VAN NUYS — A former Marine pleaded no contest today to setting a string of fires to
vehicles and motor homes in North Hollywood in the summer of 2011, the District
Attorney’s office announced.

Kurt Kaye Billie, 35, also admitted being convicted of arson in Okinawa, Japan, when he
was stationed there in 2001, said Deputy District Attorney Sean Carney with the Target
Crimes Unit.

Billie returns to Los Angeles Superior Court in Van Nuys on May 6 for sentencing before
Superior Court Judge Michael Jesic. He will receive 10 years to life in prison, Carney
said.

Billie pleaded no contest to two counts of arson of an inhabited structure and one count
of aggravated arson. As part of his plea, he admitted setting all 21 fires to vehicles and
motor homes on July 21, July 24 and Aug. 2, 2011, in the North Hollywood area. Some
of the fires spread to adjacent inhabited structures, including apartment buildings.

A restitution hearing will be held at a later date. In exchange for his plea, the remaining
18 felony arson counts will be dismissed when he is sentenced.

The case was investigated by Los Angeles Police and the Los Angeles City Fire
Department’s Arson Division.
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